STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB

SCO No. 84-85, SECTOR-17-C,CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Kartar Singh,

S/o Shri Hukam Singh,

R/o Village: Rau Ke Uttar, 

Tehsil  &  District: Ferozepur.




…Complainant







Vs
Public Information Officer,
O/o Block Development and Panchayat Officer,

Mamdot, District: Ferozepur.




 …Respondent

CC -  17/2012

Present:
None for the Complainant.

Shri Dilbagh Singh, Panchayat Secretary, on behalf of the Respondent.
ORDER

On the last date of hearing i.e. on 3.4.2012, Sh. Dilbagh Singh, Panchayat Secretary, Uttaarh, Block Mamdot, Tehsil Mamdot, District Ferozepur stated that the complainant was sent information by post but the letter sent to him was not received and the same was received back undelivered. He had further stated that he had tried his best to contact the complainant, but of no avail. Respondent PIO-cum-Panchayat Secretary was directed to send the requisite information to the complainant by registered cover. 


The case file has been perused and Shri Dilbagh Singh, PIO-cum-Panchayat Secretary, Village Rao Ke Uttar, Block Mamdot, Tehsil & District Ferozepur, has been heard.  He states that the requisite information has now been supplied to the complainant on 26.5.2012 and his signatures have been obtained.  Since the complainant has shown his satisfaction with the supplied information vide letter dated 26.5.12, the case is disposed of and closed.









        Sd/-
Place: Chandigarh




           (B.C.Thakur)


Dated: 19.06.2012



      State Information Commissioner


STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB

SCO No. 84-85, SECTOR-17-C,CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Sh.  C.L. Pawar,

Kothi No. 599, Phase 2,

Mohali.
 






 ... Complainant









                     Vs

Public Information Officer,







o/o Director Rural Development & Panchayat,

Punjab, Sector 62, 

Mohali - 160062.






    …Respondent







CC No. 203 of 2012

Present:
None for the Complainant. 

Mrs. Kamlesh Kumari, Supdt. along with Sh.Avtar Singh, SA O/o Director Rural Development & Panchayat, Mohali on behalf of the Respondent.
ORDER
On the last date of hearing i.e. on 11.4.2012, the PIO, /o Director Rural Development & Panchayat, Sector 62, Mohali, was directed to provide complete, correct and duly authenticated information to the complainant by registered post, within a period of three weeks, under intimation to the Commission, with a spare copy of the information, for records. PIO, office of Director Rural Development & Panchayat, Punjab, Phase 8, Mohali was also directed to show cause as to why the provisions of Section 20(1)(2) and Section 19(8)(b) of the RTI Act, 2005 be not invoked against him for wilful delay and denial of the information to the applicant-complainant. 



The case file has been perused which shows that PIO office of Director Rural Development & Panchayat, Punjab, Sector 62 Mohali sought this information from Controller of Stores, Punjab for supplying it to the Complainant.  It is further observed that the requisite RTI information running into 26 pages has been sent by the Public Information Officer-cum-Controller of Stores, Department of Industries, Punjab, Chandigarh vide their letter No.3159 dated 14.3.2012 directly to the Complainant under registered cover.  The supplied information has been discussed with the Respondent PIO appearing in person, Mrs. Daljit Kaur, Supdt., office of Controller of Stores, Punjab, Sector 10, Chandigarh, who reiterates her version by stating that complete information stands sent under Registered AD, therefore, the show cause notice given to the PIO, office of Director Rural Development & Panchayat is dropped.  


It is further observed that the complainant was neither present on the last date of hearing, nor he is present today despite issuance of notice to him and nothing contrary has been heard from him in respect of the supplied information, therefore, now for the reasons of non pursuance of RTI application by the complainant, the case is disposed of and closed.



         Sd/-
Place: Chandigarh




           (B.C.Thakur)


Dated: 19.06. 2012



      State Information Commissioner


STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB

SCO No. 84-85, SECTOR-17-C,CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

PUNSUP Retired Employees





--Appellant

Welfare Association (Regd.)

Pnjab, H.O.Sukhdayak Ayurvedic Store,

o/o Bye Pass Majitha Road,

Amritsar-143001






Vs

1.The Public Information Officer,







o/o Director Food Supply & 

Consumer Affairs Punjab,

Jeewan Deep Building, Sector 17,

Chandigarh.

2. FAA

Director Food Supply & 

Consumer Affairs Punjab,

Jeewan Deep Building, Sector 17,

Chandigarh.







-Respondents




AC No.38 of 2012
Present:
None on behalf of the Appellant.

Shri Kewal Krishan – on behalf of the PIO o/o Director Food &Supplies & Consumer Affairs Punjab, Chandigarh.
ORDER

On the last date of hearing  i.e. on 11.04.2012, PIO o/o Director Food, Civil Supplies & Consumer Affairs Punjab  was directed to supply point-wise complete and duly authenticated information to the appellant within a period of three weeks.

The case file has been perused and Sh.Kewal Krishan, appearing on behalf of respondent PIO has been heard.  It is observed that the requisite information on point No.3 has already been sent to the appellant vide letter No.1074 dated 03.05.2012 and vide letter No.1414 dated 14.06.2012.  


However, it is observed that complete information has been supplied by PIO to the appellant after number of hearings while RTI application is dated 30.07.2011.  PIO is not even present to-day despite notice for personal appearance.  PIO, O/o Director, Food, Civil Supplies & Consumer Affairs Punjab, as such, is warned to be very careful in future while dealing with and disposing of RTI applications in compliance with provisions of RTI Act, 2005.  In future, such attitude shall be unbearable and shall attract penalty provisions of RTI Act, 2005.








       Sd/-
Place: Chandigarh




           (B.C.Thakur)


Dated: 19.06. 2012



      State Information Commissioner


STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB

SCO No. 84-85, SECTOR-17-C,CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Sh. Balwant Singh Saini,

Village Teur, Tehsil Kharar,

Distt. Mohali. 






 ... Complainant









                     Vs

Public Information Officer,







o/o Sarpanch,

Village Teur, Tehsil  Kharar,

Distt. Mohali.







    …Respondent


Block Development & Panchayat Officer,

Block Majri, Tehsil: Kharar,

District: Mohali.

CC No. 174 of 2012

Present:
Shri Balwant Singh, Complainant along with Sh.Gurnam Singh, in person.


None on behalf of the Respondent.
ORDER

On the last date of hearing i.e.on 10.04.2012, Sh. Sukhpal Singh, Sarpanch-cum-PIO, Village Teur, Tehsil Kharar, District Mohali had agreed to provide information on all points to the complainant on the deposit of Rs.150/- as additional fee as demanded by him.  Respondent had also agreed to prepare the information sought by the complainant and to provide it to him within three weeks’ time  and the case was adjourned for further hearing on to-day.  


Shri Balwant Singh, Complainant and Sh.Gurnam Singh appearing with him have stated that no information has been provided to them so far, nor the Sarpanch, Gram Panchayat Teur is accepting the additional fee of Rs.150 demanded from the complainant.  


In view of above facts, Shri Jarnail Singh, Block Dev. & Panchayat Officer, Block Majri, Tehsil Kharar, District Mohali is, therefore, directed to ensure personally that the RTI information is provided by the Panchayat Secretary, Village Teur, Tehsil Kharar, District Mohali to the complainant free of cost within a period of two weeks, failing which he shall be personally liable for attraction of penal provisions of the RTI Act, 2005 against him.

Panchayat Secretary, Village Teur, Tehsil Kharar, District Mohali is directed to be present in the Commission on the next date of hearing with one spare copy of the point-wise, correct and authenticated information supplied to the complainant. BDPO, Block Majri, Tehsil Kharar, District Mohali shall ensure the presence of Panchayat Secretary, Village Teur, Tehsil Kharar, District Mohali on the next date of hearing and shall send in writing that information to the complainant stands supplied in respect of his RTI application dated 7.12.2011. 

Adjourned to 18.07.2012 for further proceedings.









Sd/-
Place: Chandigarh




           (B.C.Thakur)


Dated: 19.06. 2012



      State Information Commissioner


Copy to:

i) Block Dev. & Panchayat Officer, 

Block Majri, Tehsil Kharar, District Mohali 

ii) Panchayat Secretary,

Village Teur, 

Tehsil: Kharar,

District: Mohali

- for compliance.
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB

SCO No. 84-85, SECTOR-17-C,CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Kuldeep Kaura,

5-C, Phase-1, Urban Estate,

Focal Point,

Ludhiana-141010










Complainant







Vs

Public Information Officer,
O/o Director Rural Development &

Panchayat, Punjab, Sector 62,

S.A.S.Nagar-160062











 Respondent

CC – 162  of 2012

Present:
Sh.Kuldip Kaura, Complainant, in person.
Ms. Preet Mohinder Kaur, Sr.Asstt. on behalf of the PIO
ORDER

Sh.Kuldip Kaura, Complainant states that the information on first four points was received by him from the Respondent PIO on 20.3.12 and remaining information on point 5 to 7 (b) had been provided by Ms. Preet Mohinder Kaur, SA appearing on behalf of Respondent PIO, office of Director Rural Development & Panchayat, Punjab, Sector 62, SAS Nagar, to him to-day in the Commission itself.


The case file has been perused.  It is observed that the complete RTI information now stands supplied to the complainant, who also acknowledge receipt of the same.  

However, it is further observed that Sh.Johar Inder Singh Ahluwalia, Law Officer, O/o Director, Rural Development & Panchayats, Punjab, Mohali is neither present to-day nor has sent any reply to the show cause notice issued to him under Section 20 (1)(2) and Section 19(8)(b) of the RTI Act, 2005 vide Commission’s orders dated 10.4.2012.  Ms. Preet Mohinder Kaur, Sr.Asstt. appearing on behalf of the PIO stated that the Respondent PIO is not aware of the show cause notice issued to Law Officer or regarding his presence before the Commission today because order dated 10.4.12 has not been received in their office so far.  
In view of this submission made on behalf of Respondent PIO, Sh.Johar Inder Singh Ahluwalia, Law Officer, O/o Director, Rural Development & Panchayats, Punjab, Mohali is directed to comply with the orders dated 10.4.2012 regarding show cause notice issued to him. He is afforded an opportunity of being heard on 18.7.2012 at 11.00 AM.

Adjourned to 18.7.2012 for further proceedings. 

                              Sd/-
Place: Chandigarh




           (B.C.Thakur)


Dated: 19.06. 2012



      State Information Commissioner


Copy to: -

Sh.Johar Inder Singh Ahluwalia, Law Officer, O/o Director, Rural Development & Panchayats, Punjab, Mohali.

- for compliance.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB

SCO No. 84-85, SECTOR-17-C,CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Shri Rajesh Kapil, 

R/O 606, Gali No. 12-B, 

Avtar Nagar, Near T.V. Centre, 

Nakodar Chowk, 

Jalandhar-144003

   
                                          …Complainant

Vs.
Public Information Officer 

O/o District Transport Officer,

Jalandhar.               
                                                                …Respondent                                                     

CC No. 3626 of 2011
Present:
Shri Rajesh Kapil, Complainant, in person.
Shri Amit Narula, Sectional Officer, O/o District Transport Officer, Jalandhar - on behalf of the Respondent.
ORDER

On the last date of hearing i.e. on 3.5.2012, Shri Kehar Singh, PIO-cum- ADTO who was holding the additional charge of DTO Jalandhar, was issued a show cause notice under the provisions of Section 20(1)(2)  and Section 19(8)(b) of the RTI Act, 2005 to explain the reasons in writing by furnishing a self attested affidavit for the delay caused in supplying the complete RTI information to the complainant in one go as the RTI application of the complainant was dated 13.9.2011.  Sh. Kehar Singh, ADTO was also directed earlier to be present in person on 3.5.12.  It is observed that Sh.Kehar Singh, ADTO, Jalandhar did not care to comply with the orders of the Commission in any manner. Neither he furnished his self attested affidavit in support of his version justifying the delay till date by appearing before the Commission despite directions, nor he submitted any reply in respect of show cause notice issued to him under the penalty provisions of the RTI Act, 2005.

In view of these facts, he is afforded one more opportunity to comply with the directions of the Commission dated 3.5.2012.  He is also directed to furnish self attested affidavit to the effect if no more information can be made available to the complainant for its being not available on the office record.


Adjourned to 18.7.2012 for further proceedings.


Copy of the order be sent to both the parties.


















       Sd/-
Place: Chandigarh




           (B.C.Thakur)


Dated: 19.06. 2012



      State Information Commissioner


Copy to Shri Kehar Singh, ADTO, O/o the District Transport Officer, Jalandhar – for compliance.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB

SCO No. 84-85, SECTOR-17-C,CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Sh.  Rajesh Kapil,

606, Gali No. 12-B,

Avtar Nagar,

Near Nakodar Chowk,

Jalandhar.







…Appellant

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Municipal Corporation,

Jalandhar.

First Appellate Authority,

O/o Municipal Corporation,

Jalandhar.







…Respondents
AC No. 206/12

Present:
Sh.  Rajesh Kapil, Appellant, in person.

Shri Lakhbir Singh, Asstt. Town Planner, on behalf of the Respondent.
ORDER

On the last date of hearing i.e. on 08.05.2012, Sh. Lakhvir Singh, Asstt. Town Planner along with Sh. Ajit Sharma, Building Inspector, appearing on behalf of the Respondent PIO office of Municipal Corporation, Jalandhar  had submitted a copy of a letter no. 56 dated 07.05.2012 addressed to the Commission with a copy endorsed to the applicant-appellant, elaborating the points of information supplied to the appellant.   They had also stated on the last date of hearing that similar information had been sought by the appellant earlier also and in this connection, his appeal was disposed of by the SIC Ms. Jaspal Kaur vide order dated 02.05.2011.


The case file has been perused and both the parties have been heard. It is observed that the complete information as is available on record stands supplied to the appellant vide letter No.194 dated 14.10.2011 and letter No.14 dated 21.4.11.  Sh.Lakhbir Singh, ATP, O/o Municipal Corporation, Jalandhar hands over a copy of letter dated 18.6.12 under the signatures of Sh.Tejpreet Singh, Municipal Town Planner, Municipal Corporation, Jalandhar, wherein he has mentioned that he is unable to attend the Commission today because of urgent meeting. Sh.Lakhbir Singh, ATP, O/o Municipal Corporation, Jalandhar also files a self attested affidavit dated 19.6.2012 wherein he has mentioned that no more information in respect of his RTI application can be supplied to him. 
           It is observed that the information as is available on record stands supplied to the appellant, therefore, the case is disposed of and closed. PIO-cum-MTP, O/o Municipal Corporation, Jalandhar is warned to be careful in future in providing RTI information by strictly adhering to the provisions contained in RTI Act, 2005.  Any delay on the part of PIO-cum-MTP shall attract the penalty provisions in future.

Copy of the order be sent to both the parties. 

                             Sd/-
Place: Chandigarh




           (B.C.Thakur)


Dated: 19.06. 2012



      State Information Commissioner


STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB

SCO No. 84-85, SECTOR-17-C,CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Sh. Narinder Singh

s/o Sh. Gurdev Singh,

# 19456, Gali No. 1,

Bibi Wala Road,

Bathinda.







…Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Senior Superintendent of Police, 

Bathinda.







…Respondent
CC No. 279/12

Present:
Complainant Sh. Narinder Singh in person.



For the respondent: Sh. Sukhwinder Singh, ASI.

ORDER

On the last date of hearing i.e. on 8.5.2012, during the course of arguments, the complainant had agreed to be satisfied if the information concerning 121 candidates belonging to BC category is supplied to him.  Therefore, respondent-PIO was directed to provide the requisite information to the complainant as agreed upon free of cost and the case was adjourned for today for further hearing.

Sh.Narinder Singh, complainant states that he has received the requisite information in pursuance with Commission’s orders dated 8.5.2012 and is satisfied with the same.  


Since the information stands supplied, the case is disposed of and closed.


Copy of the order be sent to both the parties. 

                            Sd/-
Place: Chandigarh




           (B.C.Thakur)


Dated: 19.06. 2012



      State Information Commissioner


STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB

SCO No. 84-85, SECTOR-17-C,CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Sh. Narinder Singh

s/o Sh. Gurdev Singh,

# 19456, Gali No. 1,

Bibi Wala Road,

Bathinda.







…Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Senior Superintendent of Police, 

Bathinda.







…Respondent
CC No. 273/12
Present:
Complainant Sh. Narinder Singh in person.



For the respondent: Sh. Sukhwinder Singh, ASI.

ORDER

On the last date of hearing i.e. on 8.5.2012, ShSh. Harmeet Singh, present on behalf of the Respondent had stated that the information has already been provided to the complainant. However, Sh.Narinder Singh, complainant was not satisfied with the same. Therefore, Respondent PIO was directed to provide point-wise complete, correct and duly authenticated information to the complainant, by registered post, free of cost, within a period of one week under intimation to the Commission and the case was adjourned to to-day for further hearing.  To-day, Sh.Narinder Singh, complainant has discussed point-wise information supplied to him before the Commission.  It is observed that the information supplied to him is not correct and is of no use.  
The Respondent PIO-cum-SSP Bhatinda is, therefore, further directed to supply point-wise correct, duly authenticated information on all the six points to the complainant within a period of two weeks in respect of his RTI application dated 8.12.2011.  The photocopy of the Rules of recruitment of Male Constables in Punjab Police be also supplied in respect Point No.1 along with copy of the Rules in respect of Point No.2 of RTI Application of the complainant.

Adjourned to 25.7.2012 for further proceedings.


Copy of the order be sent to both the parties. 
















Sd/-
Place: Chandigarh




           (B.C.Thakur)


Dated: 19.06. 2012



      State Information Commissioner


STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB

SCO No. 84-85, SECTOR-17-C,CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Sh. Charanjit Singh,







s/o Sh.Rakha Singh,

# 584, Guru Harkrishan Nagar,

Disposal Road, near Walia School,

Khanna, Distt. Ludhiana.




…Complainant






Vs
Public Information Officer,




o/o Principal, Govt. Sr. Secondary School,

Dhamot, Distt. Ludhiana.




…Respondent

CC No. 354 of 2012

Present:
None for the Complainant.

Sh.Darshan Singh, Lecturer along with Capt.Manjit Singh, Gill, on behalf of the Respondent.
ORDER

On the last date of hearing i.e. on 10.5.2012, Mrs. Manjinder Gill, Principal, Govt. Sr. Secondary School, Dhamot, Distt. Ludhiana had stated that the requisite information has already been sent to the complainant vide letter dated 12.12.2011. She had also furnished an affidavit stating therein that no more information is available in the office record, hence cannot be provided to the complainant. Since the complainant was not present, therefore, he was afforded one more opportunity of being heard concerning the provided information and was directed to be present in person on the next date of hearing, i.e. today, failing which the case shall be disposed of and closed in his absence.


Despite these directions, the complainant is not present today again and simply writing letters as one such letter has been received in the Commission on 13.6.2012.  After going through the case file, I am of the view that complete information as is available on record stands provided to the complainant in respect of his RTI application dated 23.05.2011 and further complainant is sending the letters just to harass the PIO-cum- Principal, Govt. Sr. Secondary School, Dhamot, Distt. Ludhiana.  In view of facts that information as is available on record stands supplied to the complainant, case is disposed of and closed.


Copy of the order be sent to both the parties. 

Sd/-
Place: Chandigarh




           (B.C.Thakur)


Dated: 19.06. 2012



      State Information Commissioner


STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB

SCO No. 84-85, SECTOR-17-C,CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Sh. U.S. Kohli,








# 672, Guru Teg Bahadur Nagar,

Jalandhar.







…Complainant





Vs

The Public Information Officer,






o/o Municipal Corporation,

Jalandhar.







…Respondent

CC No. 12 of 2012

Present:
1. Sh. U.S. Kohli, Complainant, in person.
2. Sh.D.P.Bhardwaj,Joint Commissioner, Mun.Corpn.,Jalandhar-    cum-PIO along with Sh.Pran Mehta, OSD (B&R), MC, Jalandhar and Sh.Bhola Ram Goel, Deputy Controller, Local Audit O/o MC, Jalandhar - on behalf of the Respondent.
ORDER
On the last date of hearing i.e. on 10.5.2012, Sh.D.P.Bhardwaj, Joint Commissioner, Municipal Corporation, Jalandhar was directed to supply the point-wise complete, correct and duly attested information to the complainant within two weeks free of cost either by hand or through courier and the case was adjourned to today for further hearing.  During hearing to-day, Sh.U.S.Kohlil, Appellant stated that he had sought certain RTI information for the period from 1.8.2007 to 20.8.2010, whereas he has been supplied the information in respect of his RTI application dated 26.08.2010 for the period from December 2009 to 2012, which was not even demanded by him.  In view of the fact that the supplied information is incomplete and incorrect, Sh.D.P.Bhardwaj, PIO-cum-Joint Commissioner, Municipal Corpn., Jalandhar is directed to supply the point-wise correct information to the appellant within a period of 15 days, failing which penalty proceedings shall have to be initiated against him in respect of the show cause notice issued to him vide Commission’s orders dated 20.3.2012, as the correct and compete information is not being supplied to the appellant as per the provisions of RTI Act, 2005.

Adjourned to 25.7.2012 for further proceedings.


Copy of the order be sent to both the parties. 



       Sd/-
Place: Chandigarh




           (B.C.Thakur)


Dated: 19.06. 2012



      State Information Commissioner


STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION PUNJAB

SCO No. 84-85, SECTOR-17-C,CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Sh. U.S. Kohli,








# 672, Guru Teg Bahadur Nagar,

Jalandhar.







…Complainant





Vs

The Public Information Officer,






o/o Municipal Corporation,

Jalandhar.







…Respondent
CC No. 13 of 2012

Present:
1. Sh. U.S. Kohli, Complainant, in person.
2. Sh.D.P.Bhardwaj,Joint Commissioner, Mun.Corpn.,Jalandhar-    cum-PIO along with Sh.Pran Mehta, OSD (B&R), MC, Jalandhar and Sh.Bhola Ram Goel, Deputy Controller, Local Audit O/o MC, Jalandhar - on behalf of the Respondent.
ORDER

On the last date of hearing i.e. on 10.5.2012, Sh.D.P.Bhardwaj, Jt.Commissioner, MC, Jalandhar appearing along with Sh. Kulwinder Singh, Addl. Commissioner (Tech) Municipal Corporation Jalandhar and Sh. Bhola Ram Goyal, Deputy Director, Local Audit, Mun. Corporation Jalandhar had furnished their respective affidavits in support of their version justifying the delay caused in supply of RTI information to the complainant in time.  The PIO-cum- Jt.Commissioner, MC, Jalandhar was also directed to supply the complete, correct, duly authenticated information to the complainant within a period of two weeks free of cost either by hand or through courier and case was adjourned to to-day for further hearing.  
During hearing to-day, Sh.U.S.Kohli states that the supplied information is incorrect and not based on record.  The PIO-cum- Jt.Commissioner, MC, Jalandhar is, therefore, given last opportunity to supply the point-wise, correct and duly attested information to the complainant within a period of two weeks failing which the penalty proceedings as ordered in Commission’s orders dated 18.4.12 shall have to be initiated.


Adjourned to 25.7.2012 for further proceedings.


Copy of the order be sent to both the parties. 



        Sd/-
Place: Chandigarh




           (B.C.Thakur)


Dated: 19.06. 2012



      State Information Commissioner


STATE INFOR MATION COMMISSION PUNJAB

SCO No. 84-85, SECTOR-17-C, CHANDIGARH.

(www.infocommpunjab.com)

Sh. U.S. Kohli,








# 672, Guru Teg Bahadur Nagar,

Jalandhar.







…Complainant





Vs

Public Information Officer,






o/o Director Local Govt. Punjab,

SCO 131-132, Sector 17-C,

Chandigarh.







…Respondent

CC No. 14 of 2012

Order


This case last came up for hearing on 10.05.2012 when apart from the complainant Sh. U.S. Kohli, S/Sh. Surjit Singh, PIO, office of Director Local Govt. Punjab, Chandigarh; and Yadvinder Singh, Trust Engineer,  Improvement Trust, Jalandhar put in appearance on behalf of the respondent.  Taking submissions of both the parties on record, the case was posted to date i.e. 19.06.2012 for pronouncement of the order. 


Summarily, the relevant facts of the case are that the complainant Sh. U.S. Kohli had submitted a representation / complaint dated 28.08.2009 to the respondent director Local Govt. Punjab contesting that his tender dated 08.07.2009 had been ignored illegally and against the rules.   Thereafter, vide application dated 08.05.2010, under Section 6(1) of the RTI Act, 2005, he sought the action taken report / outcome of the enquiry conducted on his said application dated 08.07.2009.


After sending a number of reminders, and failing to get any response  from the respondent PIO, Sh. Kohli filed the present complaint with the Commission, received in its office on 28.12.2011 pleading that no information had been provided to him. 


After two hearings took place before the Commission on 20.03.2012; and 18.04.2012, the information has finally been provided to the complainant by the present PIO-cum-Executive Officer, Jalandhar Improvement Trust, Jalandhar vide their communication No. JIT/5040 dated 03.05.2012 in response to his application dated 08.05.2010 seeking information under the RTI Act, 2005 i.e. after a period of two years. It is further clarified that RTI application of Complainant was transferred by PIO, O/o Director, Local Government, Punjab to Executive Officer, Jalandhar Improvement Trust, Jalandhar for supplying the information. 


After hearing complainant and respondent and perusal of case file, I am of the considered view that undisputedly, the delay caused is inordinate and the applicant-complainant has suffered both financial detriments as well as mental agony in getting the requisite information.  Accordingly, the Commission awards a compensation of Rs.3,000/- (Rupees Three Thousand Only) to Sh. U.S. Kohli invoking the provision of Section 19(8)(b) of the RTI Act, 2005, which is payable to him by the Public Authority i.e. Department of Local Government, Punjab, Chandigarh through the Administrative Secretary concerned against acknowledgment.  An attested copy of the receipt obtained be sent to the Commission for records. 


Further, from the perusal of written submissions made by both the PIO, office of Director Local Govt. Punjab; and PIO, office of Jalandhar improvement Trust, Jalandhar and after hearing both the parties, it is observed that neither of the two are willing to accept the responsibility for the delay caused in supplying the information despite of the fact that RTI application is dated 08.05.2010 and blamed the earlier incumbents, particularly Executive Offiers posted in Improvement Trust, Jalandhar.


Therefore, keeping in view the facts and circumstances of the case vis-à-vis provisions of Section 19(8)(b) of RTI Act, 2005, the Principal Secretary, Local Government Punjab, Punjab Mini Secretariat, Sector 9, Chandigarh is directed to identify and fix the responsibility of the concerned PIO/PIOs and initiate disciplinary proceedings against them under the applicable Punishment & Appeal Rules for their taking the matter casually, in an irresponsible manner and for causing inordinate delay in providing the information in utter disregard to the provisions of RTI Act, 2005.

The case is disposed of and closed accordingly.








Sd/-
Place: Chandigarh




      (B.C.Thakur)


Dated: 19.06. 2012



 State Information Commissioner
Copy to:

i) Principal Secretary to

Government of Punjab,

Department of Local Government,

Mini Secretariat, Sector – 9,

Chandigarh.

ii)
Director Local Govt. Punjab,

SCO 131-132, Sector 17-C,

Chandigarh.




- for necessary compliance.

